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Filtering fuel costs

New H.P. company
hopes technology
behind oil filter is
a hit with truckers

By ick NomnNGToN
The Business Joumwe

HIGH POINT — With fuel prices
hitting record highs, many Triad
trucking companies are consider-
ing new strategies to keep profit
‘margins from being further eroded.

One of those ideas is commg from
2 High Point company that has the
North American marketing rights
for a new oil filter designed to save
truckers 2 cents a mile on diesel
fuel and oil costs.

Bruce Thomas, 2 former Thomas
Built Buses exceutive, recently
founded CleanTechnics Internation-
al Inc. to pitch its new European-de-
signed bypass filter. Ifitis a hit with
area truckers, Thomas already has
plans — and the rights — to manu-
facture the product in the Triad,

he fiter saves on oil and fus

costs by helping reduce biton
the , thereby reducing the
amount of fuel needed to power the
truck. The filter igned to
extend oil life. While 2 cents a mile
‘may not sound like much, for the av-
erage trucker, that could amount to
thousands of dollars in savings each
year.

The concept has caught the atten-
tion of Gary Harold, president of
H&W Trucking Co. Inc. of Mount
Airy, who's struggling to find viays
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Bruce R. Thomas, president and CEO of CleanTechnics International in
High Point, holds a fuel filter his company is marketing to truck firms.
f successful, the filter could eventually be produced in the Triad.
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togut s compeny's el and of costs,

“Ifs not a good time to-be a trucker”
Harold said. “The (new ﬁllcr) idea would
have a tremendous impact on the trucking
industr

Most of the 50 trucks in Harolds fleet
make 2 5,500-mile round-rip run between
North Carolna nd Calloria each ek
Ataprojected savings of 2
iew e could G G110 coets perts o
cach week. That's enough to get Harold in-
terested in investing the thousand dollars
per truck needed to install the new fiters.

Selling fuel eficiency

‘Thomas says the filter not only cuts fuel
nd ol oty bt can extend the life of a
truck’s engine by reducing friction.

While anormal ol fiter is able to trap par-
ticles as small as 35 microns (a human
is 25 microns wide), the Clean'Technics by-
pass filter can trap particles as small as 1
micron. That extra cleaning means engines
reduce internal friction, thus requiring less
el and oil

Abypass filter works in conjunction with
an existing oil fiter. The bypass fiter takes
only some of e oilin an engine and cleans
ittoafine degree. Overa threc-hour period,
all the oil in an engine would go through
the bypass filter, Thomas said.

‘The concept of the bypass filter is more
than a decade old, and versions of it have

- used in Europe, where fuel costs are
more than twice as high as in the United
States. Until recently, fuel prices haven't jus-
tified the filter's extra costs here.

But with oil pices hitting alltime highs of
$58.28 a barrel this month, claims of im-
proved fuel efficiency and longer enginc life
are catching the attention of trucking con-

‘panies and cn,gmcef:
David et o mecancal enginecring
at N.C %r State University,

1 used with a normal
“flow” ilter could i improve the performance
and life of an engine, but he'd like to see sci-
(m:ﬂc test rest

e a good idea to r

umec fine particles, but I'd lke to

dence of the effect lett said.
Thomas' great grandfather founded
‘Thomas Built Busesin 1916, and he’s s

stin
Built Buses to Freightliner LLC in 1998,
Thomas and his Triad partners recently
acquired the licensing rights to sell the by-
pass filter in most of the world. They are ap-
roaching gotental investors in North Ca-

lina ¢ $3 million so CleanTechnics
con pay o idependent US. tess and
Taunch a North American

FUEL: Record oil prices driving fuel-efficiency push
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Chief executive: Bruce R. Thomas
Address: 406 Cascade Court, High
Point 27265 |
Phone: (336) 8481710

costs to his larger clients, who are on long:
term contracts. So he’s trying to line up
new customers who will agree to fuel sur-
charges that can be adjusted weekly while
continuing to experiment with different |
diesel-saving techniques.

“Ive tried anything,” Bondurant said.
“Yve tried running them at 55 miles per
bous bt they were geting un of the

"While he sed the idea of bypassflirs s |
intriguing, he's experimenting with bolting
air “foils” onto trucks to improve their acro-
Gmamics and increase fuc fficiency
Bondurant and other truck flect owners
sl\uuld 10t expect ol prios o come dov

s year or possibly for a long fime, said |
Rist A, cconot who follows o
al oil trends at UNC-Greensboro.

“We are an energy intense economy,”
Ve say we're an information
cconomy, but if you order a toy over the
Ioternotyou gl sed UES o drve i 0

¥ He points out that global demand toroll
is growing, parti i
TS ill ot 2 groving b Sboik
7 percent a year while U.S. consumption
is growing less than 3 percent annually. |
Based on that growth, ol companies are |
g i ol rciics 23 A athcs
than the United States, he said |

And it's those rising oil prices and the
threat of prices going higher that have |
carriers paicking as their profits are |
spent at the fuel pumps, said Fred
Steghesibon trucking induatry peatesor |
at eorgia. He expects
uuukmg companies will either have to- |
find ways to cut costs or simply cut ca- |
pacity. |

EPA regs could boost demand |

Bypass filters have been around for more |
than a decade, but pnmarily have been pro-
moted o prokng engie i or allow mare
tim changes, sai
Bracwall technical director for the Amers
can Trucking Associations in Alexandria,
Va.

He points out that keeping truck engines
cleaner is becoming a growing issue. Fed-

eral environmental regulations enacted in
late 2002 required highway trucks to keep

1f Thomas and his team can reach $2 m}}
lion in annu: Lh(v'l] also get the
rights to manufacture the bypass filter.
Thumas said he plans to et that goaland

manufacturing _operations in the
ngh Point arca witin ve vears.

“We're looking to sell fuel efﬁuency said
‘Thomas, who is selling direct to.customers
from his office in High Point.

Other fuel-saving strategies
Ve, Triad ucking compais
already experimenting with other fuel

i

Drivers for J.L. Rothrock Inc. in Greens-
boro are no longer allowed to run their en-
gines while they catch a nap at a truck stop.
Its the latest fuel savings strategy by WD,
ndumm Jr., Rothrock prwdenL Asa
r carrier with 100 trucks, he said he
(loesnl ‘Thave much leverage to pass on fuel

more of their . the
result being that more Soot is remaining in
the motor rather than getting blown out
into the air. So a normal highway truck that
would get an oil change after an average of
40000 milesnow ncets ol change afer
about 25,000 miles,

"hnd ucking companics are feeling the
cost ofanil hange in many vy, pim-
sily in the labor costs of draining an
placing 40 to 55 quarts of oil along L3
time that truck isn't on the road working,
Braswell said

For Thomas, he hopes the idea of using a
CleanTechnics bypass fiter to make truck
engines run cleaner and more efficiently

can help his new company capture a sliver
ofthe 87 illon US. fiter markct

Only about 2 percent of that market goes
to various kinds of bypass filters.

Reach Micx Novmeron a (356) 3702917
or mnormington@biziournals.com.



